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UNIT 1



Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy! 
For You shall judge the people righteously, 
And govern the nations on earth.  
(Psalm 67:4)

I n this book, you will learn the history 
of one of the world’s largest continents. 
This is the landmass we call Africa. 
This enormous continent is over 11 

million square miles. It is the second larg-
est continent in the world. Today, there are 
over 50 distinct countries in Africa. Each 
have their own languages, government, and 
people groups. 

Africa has been the theater of many of 
God’s greatest works in history. The gospel 
of Jesus Christ took root here after Jesus’ 
ascension. Today, Christianity is expanding 
at a rapid rate throughout the continent. 
In Africa, Jesus is bringing all His enemies 
under His footstool (1 Cor. 15:25). 

Yet Africa is also a continent filled with 
many sad stories. The fall into sin brought 
terrible things into the world. Like other 
peoples, Africans have suffered in many 
ways throughout history. These sufferings 
include deadly plagues, natural disasters, 
and enslavement. Africa has also been con-
quered by foreign powers. But God has a 
purpose even in the sad stories of Africa’s 
history. This history is still a part of His ul-
timate plan for the world.

THE FOUR REGIONS OF AFRICA
And He has made from one blood every 
nation of men to dwell on all the face of 
the earth, and has determined their pre-
appointed times and the boundaries of 
their dwellings, so that they should seek 
the Lord, in the hope that they might 
grope for Him and find Him, though He 
is not far from each one of us.  
(Acts 17:26-27)
Before you learn Africa’s history, let’s look 

at Africa itself. Let’s look at the geography, 
climate, and animals of this continent. We 
will begin by studying Africa’s geography. 

Africa is divided into four major regions. 
These four regions are North Africa, West 
Africa, East Africa, and Central and South-
ern Africa. Each of these regions have dif-
ferent geographical features and climates. 

North Africa contains many rocky 
mountains. In the southern portion of 
North Africa, the enormous Sahara Desert 
stretches across the continent. The Sahara 
is the world’s largest desert. 

West Africa is the most populated region 
of Africa. It contains much grassland. This 
makes West Africa a good place for farming. 

East Africa contains many mountains. It 
also contains what are known as plateaus. 
A plateau is a large raised area of level land. 

1. INTRODUCTION TO AFRICA
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Mountains can be found in all four re-
gions of Africa. The tallest mountains are 
mostly found in East Africa. One of the 
most impressive of God’s creations in Af-
rica is Mount Kilimanjaro. This mountain 
is the tallest in Africa, standing at 19,341 
feet (5,895 meters). It is a volcano that is 
currently dormant. Kilimanjaro is found in 
the country of Tanzania. Because of its in-
credible height, it is very cold at its summit. 
The average temperature at the top is about 
19 °F (-7 °C). Snowfall occurs throughout 
the year at the summit.

The second tallest mountain in Africa 
is Mount Kenya. This beautiful mountain 
stands at 17,058 feet (5,199 meters). It is 
located in the country of Kenya. 

On the western border of Uganda, you 
will find the third tallest mountain in Af-
rica. Mount Stanley, also known as Mount 

Central and Southern Africa is most-
ly flat. This region of Africa also contains 
many rainforests and swamps. There are 
also a few deserts in Central and Southern 
Africa. These deserts are known as the Na-
mib and the Kalahari deserts. 

MOUNTAINS IN AFRICA
Your righteousness is like the  
great mountains; 
Your judgments are a great deep; 
O LORD, You preserve man and beast. 
(Psalm 36:6)

MT. KILIMANJARO

Four Regions of Africa
North Africa Mountains, deserts
West Africa Grasslands
East Africa Mountains, plateaus
Central and  
South Africa

Grasslands, rainfor-
ests, swamps, deserts
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Nile is the longest. 
For millennia the Nile River has creat-

ed fertile farmland along its banks. Even in 
desert-like regions such as Egypt, people 
were able to survive because of the Nile. 
Before the creation of man-made dams, the 
Nile would flood its banks regularly. Farm-
ers would plant their crops to take advan-
tage of these flood cycles. Now, with dams 
in place, the waters of the Nile are diverted 
to grow even more crops in desert regions. 

The Congo River flows through the rain 
forests of the Republic of Congo and the 
Democratic People’s Republic of the Con-
go. (These are two different countries with 
a similar name.) The Congo is the second 
longest river in Africa. It is about 2,900 
miles in length (4,700 kilometers). The 
Congo is also the world’s deepest river. In 
some parts of the Congo River, the water is 

Ngaliema, is 16,762 feet tall (5,109 me-
ters). In all, Africa contains twelve moun-
tains that are over 10,000 feet tall. 

Praise God for these examples of His 
glory and power!

RIVERS IN AFRICA
Let the rivers clap their hands; 
Let the hills be joyful together before  
the LORD,  
For He is coming to judge the earth. 
With righteousness He shall judge the 
world, and the peoples with equity.  
(Psalm 98:8-9)
The four largest rivers in Africa are the 

Nile, the Congo, the Zambezi, and the Ni-
ger. These four major rivers are very import-
ant to the peoples of Africa. They provide 
water for growing crops. The fish in their 
waters provide a good source of food. God’s 
merciful hand has provided these great riv-
ers to the peoples of Africa. 

The longest of these rivers is the Nile Riv-
er. At over 4,000 miles in length (6,400 ki-
lometers), the Nile River is the longest river 
in the world. It is over twice the length of 
the Mississippi River in the United States. 
The only real rival to the Nile River is the 
Amazon River in South America. The Am-
azon has a greater amount of water, but the THE NILE RIVER

Mountains in Africa
Mount Kilimanjaro 19,341 feet (5,895 meters) Tanzania
Mount Kenya 17,058 feet (5,199 meters) Kenya
Mount Stanley 16,762 feet (5,109 meters) Uganda and the Congo
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eled by boat. The Zambezi contains many 
waterfalls and rapids. This makes boat 
travel down the river very dangerous or 
even impossible. 

One of the most astounding of God’s 
creations in Africa is Victoria Falls. At one 
point in its journey, the Zambezi River 
plunges into a canyon. We call this part of 
the river Victoria Falls. It is one of the larg-
est waterfalls in the world. The spray and 
mist from the falling water is so enormous 
that it can be seen as far as 40 miles away 
(65 kilometers). 

VEGETATION REGIONS IN AFRICA
And God said, “See, I have given you 
every herb that yields seed which is on the 
face of all the earth, and every tree whose 
fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food.” 
(Genesis 1:29)

as deep as 720 feet (220 meters). 
The Niger River is the third longest 

river in Africa. It is 2,600 miles in length 
(4,180 kilometers). The Niger River begins 
in Guinea and empties into the Atlantic 
Ocean in the Niger Delta. 

The fourth longest river in Africa is the 
Zambezi River. This river travels through 
six African countries. It is 2,200 miles 
long (3,540 kilometers). However, only a 
small portion of this length can be trav-

SAHARA DESERT

Rivers of Africa
Nile River 4,000 miles (6,400 

kilometers)
Congo River 2,900 miles (4,700 

kilometers)
Niger River 2,600 miles (4,180 

kilometers)
Zambezi River 2,200 miles (3,540 

kilometers)
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dry and wet. During the dry season, farm-
ing stops. But once the wet season begins, 
farmers give their attention to planting 
crops. Common animals here include ze-
bras, lions, elephants, and African buffalo. 

Africa contains the largest amount of 
desert land in the world. The world’s larg-
est desert is the Sahara Desert. The Saha-
ra Desert is about the size of the United 
States or China. Most of the Sahara Desert 
receives no rainfall at all. The southern edge 
of the Sahara connects to a savanna region 
called the “Sahel.” This region is very hot 
and dry, but it does receive a small amount 
of rainfall each year (about 4 to 8 inches). 
The Sahara Desert is one of the hottest 
places in the world. The average tempera-
ture is over 100 °F (38 °C). In some cas-
es, the temperature has reached 116 °F (47 
°C). The only place in the world that has 
a hotter temperature on record is Death 
Valley, California. These are the average air 

The different climates of Africa create 
varying landscapes. There are three major 
vegetation regions in Africa. These three 
are Tropical Rain Forests, Tropical Savan-
nas, and Deserts. 

Tropical rain forests are regions where 
rain falls all year long. There are numerous 
rain forests in Africa. They are mostly in 
West and Central Africa. The rain forests 
in Africa make up about 20% of the conti-
nent. This collection of water and greenery 
supports a lot of wildlife. Animals such as 
chimpanzees, hippos, and gorillas live in 
these regions. The forests are so dense here 
that people have to clear trees to construct 
their villages. 

Tropical savannas are the most common 
regions in Africa. These regions have tall 
grass, bushes, and some trees. They do not 
receive as much rainfall as the rainforests. 
For this reason, they are sometimes drier. 
The tropical savannas have two seasons: 

LOCATION OF SAHARA DESERT
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tries are independent, they have to stand on 
their own. They face numerous economic 
challenges today. First, many of the coun-
tries still rely on foreign aid. This means 
that many Africans are dependent on oth-
er nations. They are not building their own 
economies. Billions of dollars in foreign aid 
has not been helpful to Africa. Instead, it 
has harmed many African nations.

Also, many African nations experience 
high levels of corruption. Rulers and offi-
cials lie and steal to gain money and power 
for themselves. This corruption affects peo-
ple at every level of society. Imagine what 
would happen if you couldn’t trust any of 
the police officers in your own town. What 
if you knew that a judge in the courtroom 
would only rule justly if you slipped him a 
$100 bill before the trial? This is the kind 
of thing many Africans experience. Clearly, 

temperatures. But the sand is much, much 
hotter. Sand in the Sahara Desert can reach 
176 °F (72 °C)! If you have ever been to 
the beach on a hot day, you know that the 
sand can be so hot it will burn the bottom 
of your feet. Much of the sand in the Saha-
ra would melt your shoes!

The Namib and Kalahari Deserts are 
quite large. But they are not nearly as big as 
the Sahara Desert. They are both located in 
the southern portion of Africa. 

THE ECONOMY OF AFRICA
Many African nations began as colo-

nial projects. Foreign empires and nations 
founded and ruled these areas. For centu-
ries these African countries were dependent 
on an outside power. But, in recent years, a 
major move towards independence has oc-
curred in Africa. Now that African coun-

AFRICAN ELEPHANTS
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the nations of Africa are still in much need 
of Jesus’ saving work. They need His power 
to deliver them from the sins of envy, pride, 
and the love of money. 

Many Africans experience higher lev-
els of disease than nations in Europe and 
America. Malaria is a very common dis-
ease. Though it is not always deadly, it does 
take many lives. HIV/AIDS is also a com-
mon disease that kills many at a young age. 
When disease is common and people die at 
a younger age, this hampers the growth of 
an economy. 

The majority of Africans live on small 
plots of land. They farm their own food 
and live on anything they can grow. This 
means that many Africans never become 
wealthy. They don’t develop businesses or 
large family economies. They are busy just 
trying to feed and clothe their families. 

Africa’s national structure is also poor-
ly-developed compared to Western na-
tions. Its energy, roads, communication, 
and transportation are often not as ad-
vanced as Western nations. Travel is much 
slower and more dangerous than in other 
countries. For example, an American can 
drive from Washington DC to New York 
City in about 4 hours (a distance of some 
220 miles). But to drive the same distance 
in Africa can take up to 8 hours. 

Sectors of Africa are also experiencing 
military conflicts. The devastation of war 
brings much suffering with it. War displac-

MUD HUT IN SUDAN

Religion in Africa
Christianity 49%
Islam 42%
Tribal Religions 8%
Other/None 1%
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generally divided by regions. Most Mus-
lims reside in North Africa. The major-
ity of Christians live below the Sahara 
Desert. (This area is called sub-Saharan 
Africa). Both Christianity and Islam are 
growing. This is due mainly to a higher 
number of births than countries in the 
West. A large portion of Africa still fol-
lows traditional tribal religion. Those who 
claim “no religion” in Africa are only a tiny 
fraction of the population (about 1%). In 
certain African nations, Christians face 
severe persecution. Some of the most 
dangerous places to be a disciple of the 
Lord Jesus include Libya, Sudan, Egypt, 
Somalia, Nigeria, and Eritrea. Much of 
this persecution comes from radical Mus-
lim groups. 

es families from their homes. It destroys 
towns. It disrupts trade and production. 
African nations that experience high levels 
of conflict have struggling economies. 

As Christians, we should pray for the 
peace of Christ to come to these nations. 
We should also pray that the nations would 
be blessed with fruitful lands and families 
as a result of the gospel. Healthy economies 
can only exist when people follow the ways 
of the Lord.

RELIGIONS IN AFRICA
For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
But the LORD made the heavens. 
(Psalm 96:5)
The two largest religions in Africa are 

Christianity and Islam. At this time, 
Christians outnumber the Muslim pop-
ulation by about 6%. These religions are 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN RURAL KENYA



15. SAMUEL ADJAI CROWTHER:  
A SLAVE BOY RESCUED BY CHRIST

The wicked in his pride persecutes the poor; . . .  
In the secret places he murders the innocent; 
His eyes are secretly fixed on the helpless. . . . 
He has said in his heart, “God has forgotten; 
He hides His face; He will never see.” . . .  
But You have seen, for You observe  
trouble and grief, 
To repay it by Your hand. 
The helpless commits himself to You; 
You are the helper of the fatherless.  
(Psalm 10:2, 8-14)

O n the west coast of Africa, be-
low the Sahara Desert, lies a 
country now known as Nige-
ria. Through it the mighty Ni-

ger River flows to the ocean. Here, in the 
1800s, lay a village inhabited by the Yoruba 
tribe. It was here in the African jungle that 
a child was born in 1809. He was given the 
name Adjai.

Early one morning in 1821, silent shad-
ows crept slowly toward the Yoruba vil-
lage. Suddenly a blood-curdling cry filled 
the air. A large army of African warriors 
rushed on the startled villagers. The at-
tackers were natives of the Foulah tribe. 
They were Africans who had converted to 
Islam. These Muslims were bitter enemies 
of the Yoruba tribe. They had attacked 
Adjai’s village to take the people as slaves.

The Yoruba villagers tried to escape, but 

it was too late. Men died defending their 
homes, and their wives and children were 
taken captive. 

Adjai was twelve years old when he was 
captured. He served as a slave for many 
months. Then he was chained together 
with other slaves and sent to the coast. 
His master intended to sell Adjai to the 
Portuguese. 

Terrified at the thought of leaving Afri-
ca, Adjai decided to kill himself instead. He 
took off his belt, made a noose, and pre-
pared to strangle himself. As he fastened 
the noose around his neck, Adjai’s hands 
trembled. He wanted to kill himself, but 
he was afraid to die. Again and again he 
tried to strangle himself, but he was unable 
to pull the noose tight. Finally he gave up. 
What Adjai didn’t realize was that this fear 
of death was a gift from the hand of an 
all-merciful God. This was a gift that kept 
him from the terrible sin of suicide. Adjai 
later wrote: “Thus the Lord, while I knew 
Him not, led me not into temptation and 
delivered me from the evil.”

The Portuguese loaded Adjai and other 
slaves onto a ship, but they were quickly 
spotted by two British men-of-war. Slav-
ery was illegal, so the British ships were 
watching the coast to stop any slave ships 
from leaving. They fired on the Portuguese 



Mrs. Davey welcomed the child into their 
home. Under their loving care, Adjai grew 
and began learning English. He was a 
quick learner, and within six months he 
could read the New Testament on his own.

Mr. and Mrs. Davey taught young Ad-
jai the truths of Scripture. And, in God’s 
mercy, the boy’s heart was opened to re-
ceive the gospel. Now Adjai learned that 
his true enemies were not the Foulah 
Muslims or the Portuguese slavers. His 
enemies were his own sins. By the Spirit 
of God, he turned from his old ways and 

and forced them to surrender. The British 
then freed the Africans and arrested the 
Portuguese captain and his crew. Once 
again, Adjai was free!

GOD CALLS A BOY
The British sailors carried the freed Af-

ricans to Sierra Leone. When Adjai ar-
rived in Sierra Leone, a British missionary 
couple took him in. Though he was now 
free, Adjai had no home to return to. His 
village lay in ashes. His father was dead 
and his mother a slave. Therefore Mr. and 

MAP OF NIGERIA
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From that point forward, Samuel always 
referred to the day he was kidnapped as a 
“blessed day.”

In 1826, the Daveys returned to En-
gland for a visit. They brought Samuel 
along, and he studied for several months 
in a British school. When he returned to 
Africa, he continued his studies under a 
German missionary there. After finishing 
his studies, Samuel began teaching at a 
local school. During this time, God bless-
ed him with a godly wife. Susan Thomp-
son was a young woman who had been 
rescued from slavery about the same time 
as Samuel. The two had met each other in 
the Davey home. Now they married and 
continued to labor for Christ together. 
God blessed them with many children.

A DEADLY VOYAGE
For several years Samuel taught at a local 

school and college. Then, in 1841, he re-
ceived an unexpected call. The British gov-
ernment was organizing a trip up the Niger 
River into the African jungle. They hoped 
to open up trading opportunities with the 
inland natives. The British wanted to con-
vince these natives to stop capturing and 
selling people into slavery. They agreed to 
bring some missionaries along on the trip 
to spread the gospel. Samuel Crowther was 
one of the men chosen to go.

James Schön, another missionary, also 
joined the British expedition. Together 
he and Crowther met the native tribes 
as the British ship traveled up the Niger 

embraced Christ. On December 11, 1825, 
he was baptized. As a sign of his new life 
in Christ, he took on a new name. From 
now on, his name would be Samuel Adjai 
Crowther.

As a Christian, young Samuel Adjai be-
gan to see his life through new eyes. He 
saw that God’s invisible hand had led him 
every step of his short, difficult life. Sam-
uel’s past life was full of sorrow and pain. 
But now he realized that God had been 
working through this. He looked back on 
the day he was kidnapped and thanked 
God even for that. He wrote: “[This was] 
the day which Providence had marked out 
for me to set out on my journey from the 
land of heathenism, superstition, and vice 
to a place where His Gospel is preached.” 

SAMUEL CROWTHER
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River. Crowther was shocked at the cruel-
ties he discovered along the river. Among 
the Ibo and other tribes, human sacrific-
es were still offered. Infants were often 
killed. Some tribes murdered all twin ba-
bies. Others killed a child if its upper teeth 
grew in before its lower teeth.

Samuel’s heart ached as he saw the 
spiritual darkness that blinded his Afri-
can brothers. He and Mr. Schön prayed 
earnestly for God to reach these people 
with the gospel. At each village, Crowther 
asked the tribes if they would be willing 
to have a Christian live among them and 
teach them the gospel. Many tribes wel-
comed the idea. With joy Crowther and 
Schön laid plans for establishing churches 
in many villages along the river. But a ter-

rible tragedy destroyed their plans.
Soon after the expedition began, the 

dreaded African fever struck the British 
ships. One by one the British members of 
the party fell ill. Samuel was immune to 
the fever because he was a native. Day af-
ter day and night after night he sat beside 
the bunks of those who lay dying. The ter-
rible sickness spread to every part of the 
ships, and even the doctors and captains 
fell ill. At last the expedition was aban-
doned. The ships returned to the coast in 
an attempt to save as many lives as possi-
ble. Over one third of the Europeans died 
on this fatal trip. 

The terrible news of this journey shocked 
England. Even the missionary community 
gasped when they heard how many peo-

NIGER RIVER
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return to their country and start a new life. 
They built a city named Abeokuta. Many 
of these people were now Christians. They 
therefore asked for preachers to come 
with them to their new home. Samuel 
Crowther and Henry Townsend, a British 
missionary, answered this call. With their 
families, they traveled to Abeokuta to be-
gin a church there.

A surprise was waiting for Samuel at 
Abeokuta. Soon after he arrived, a woman 
came to see him. The woman had heard 
that a black pastor had come to town. She 
heard the man’s name and came immedi-
ately to see him. The woman was Samuel’s 
mother. She was thin and weak from years 
of slavery, but she was filled with joy to 
find her son again. Crowther wept with 
joy when he saw his mother. He welcomed 
her into his home and tenderly cared for 
her. He wrote: “God has brought us to-
gether again and turned our sorrow into 
joy.” In time, his mother abandoned her 
false gods and turned to Christ. She was 
one of the firstfruits of Samuel’s work at 
Abeokuta.

God blessed the work at Abeoku-
ta. Samuel recorded, “A great number of 
heathen have ceased worshipping their 
country’s gods.” After only three years, the 
church had a congregation of over 500. 

Crowther labored joyfully for the sal-
vation of his people. But he also taught 
them that the gospel should change their 
lives. The Bible teaches us how to wor-
ship. But it also teaches us how to work, 

ple had died. Crowther explained that the 
native villages along the river were ready 
to receive the gospel. He begged for more 
men to come begin missions. England, 
however, refused to send any more expedi-
tions up the Niger. The cost in British lives 
was too high. The tribes along the Niger 
would have to wait.

Samuel returned to his home in sorrow. 
His heart burned for the natives along the 
Niger River. When would the gospel reach 
them? Crowther had hoped British mis-
sionaries would come quickly. But, with so 
many dead, they were afraid to try again. 
Samuel knew that he would have to wait 
on God to provide a way. He didn’t realize 
that God was already preparing someone 
to lead the way up the Niger. That some-
one would be Samuel Crowther.

Do not put your trust in princes, 
Nor in a son of man, in whom there is no help. 
His spirit departs, he returns to his earth; 
In that very day his plans perish.  
Happy is he who has the God of Jacob  
for his help, 
Whose hope is in the LORD his God, . . . 
(Psalm 146:3-5)

PLANTING A CHURCH AT ABEOKUTA
On June 11, 1843, Samuel was ordained 

a preacher of the Word. He began preach-
ing in English and in Yoruba, his native 
language. He also began translating the 
Bible into Yoruba.

British ships had rescued many Yoruban 
slaves over the years. These people began to 
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how to live, and how to govern ourselves. 
Samuel taught these things to the natives. 
He showed them how to work with their 
hands. Abeokuta was a good place to grow 
crops. The British were looking for cotton 
to purchase. Samuel encouraged the Af-
ricans to plant cotton. This crop became 
vital to the area’s economy, and it still is to 
this day.

Samuel taught his people the impor-
tance of being diligent and hard-work-
ing. He showed them that they must obey 
God’s commands. But he also showed 

them that God’s commands are very good. 
These commands teach us how to serve 
God. They also teach us what is good for 
mankind. Man will never be happier than 
when he is serving God.

Samuel’s work at Abeokuta wasn’t easy. 
Pagan priests opposed God’s people. They 
told the local chief that the Christians 
were bad for his country. The chief threat-
ened to kill anyone who visited Crowther. 
Guards watched Samuel’s house day and 
night. But, despite the persecution, the 
church continued to grow.

In 1851, Crowther returned to England 
for a brief visit. While there, he was asked 
to address a large audience at Cambridge 
University. Samuel spoke of the spread of 
the gospel in his country. He ended his 
talk with a stirring appeal for more mis-
sionaries to join in Christ’s work in Africa:

St. Paul saw in a vision a man of Mace-
donia, who prayed him to come over to his 
assistance. But it is no vision that you see 
now; it is a real man of Africa that stands 
before you, and on behalf of his country-
men invites you to come over into Africa 
and help us.
In answer to this call, many young men 

from England joined in the work of win-
ning Africa for Christ. 

A JOURNEY THROUGH THE JUNGLE
Finally, after many years of waiting, God 

opened a way to reach the pagan tribes 
along the Niger River. In 1857, an expe-
dition started up the river, led by Samu-

ABEOKUTA, NIGERIA
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sacrifice a female slave to honor someone 
who had recently died. Crowther wrote: 
“We then took the opportunity, and spoke 
most seriously to the headman in the hear-
ing of many people, . . . of the abomination 
of this wicked practice.” Samuel explained 
that human sacrifices were wicked. He 
also told the people that an innocent per-
son should never be put to death.

The people of Onitsha were astonished 
at Samuel’s words. Even the female slave 
was shocked to see a man who was will-
ing to defend her. As the headman lis-
tened to Crowther, his conscience struck 
him. Suddenly he realized that what he 
was doing was wrong. He told Crowther 
that he wouldn’t sacrifice the slave woman. 
Instead, he offered to sell her to Samuel. 
Samuel refused and explained that it was 

el Crowther. This time, the men on board 
were all African Christians. They traveled 
up the river without fear of disease. The 
ship anchored at various villages along 
the river. At each village Samuel asked 
permission to establish a Christian mis-
sion. Most of the local chiefs welcomed 
Crowther and the Christians with him. 

After traveling 140 miles up the river, 
Samuel reached the large town of Onit-
sha. This was an important city along the 
Niger. The chief agreed to sell Crowther 
land for a Christian mission, and Sam-
uel and his companions set to work. As 
they entered the town one day, they heard 
drums beating and saw natives dancing 
wildly. Crowther asked the headman why 
the people were so excited. The headman 
explained that the crowd was preparing to 

IDANRE HILL, NIGERIA
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wrong to buy and sell people. Because of 
his words, the woman’s life was spared. 

Crowther continued his journey up the 
river, but he met with many dangers and 
difficulties. One chief kidnapped him and 
his son and held them for ransom. At an-
other town Crowther was shipwrecked. 
The local natives were unfriendly, but 
Samuel and his companions were forced 
to remain among them until another ship 
arrived. Samuel used this time to get to 
know the tribes in that area. He preached 
to the people and spoke with their chiefs. 
Many Muslim Africans lived here. Samuel 
spent much time with them. He explained 
the gospel and preached repentance of 
sins. Some Muslims believed, but many 
rejected his words. Yet Crowther contin-
ued to preach. Even though the Islamic 
faith was strong in the area, Samuel knew 
that Christ was stronger than Islam. He 
wrote: “[Despite] all opposition, Christ 
shall divide the spoil with the strong in 
this spiritual warfare.”

And there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, “The kingdoms of this world have 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ, and He shall reign forever 
and ever!” (Revelation 11:15) 
Though the Muslims didn’t agree with 

Crowther, they still trusted him. They 
knew that Samuel loved them and wanted 
to help them. One Muslim chief wrote of 
Crowther: “He is a father to us in this land.”

BATTLING THE DARKNESS AT BONNY
In 1864, Samuel was ordained bishop 

of the Niger. He was a godly, hard-work-
ing, humble preacher of the Word. The 
churches in England and Africa prayed 
that God would use him mightily to ad-
vance Christ’s cause even further in the 
African jungles.

In the following years, Crowther con-
tinued to evangelize tribes in western Af-
rica. He planted churches in village after 
village. When he arrived at Bonny, a city 
along the Niger Delta, he was opposed by 
local priests. The people of this city still 
practiced cannibalism. Human sacrifice 
was common. The pagan temple in the 
city was decorated with human bones.

Samuel saw that darkness reigned in 
Bonny. But he knew that Christ could 
conquer the darkness. He began preach-
ing to the people of Bonny. The work was 
very difficult, but God blessed his labors. 
Africans turned from their pagan lives and 
called on Christ. A church was planted, 
and the Christian community grew.

The local chief and priests hated the work 
of Christ. They tried to stop Crowther and 
his preaching. The church at Bonny was 
forced to meet in secret. Persecution was 
fierce whenever Christians were discov-
ered. Many were tortured or killed. 

Samuel encouraged the Christians to 
stand strong under persecution. He also 
sent messages to other churches and asked 
them to pray for Bonny. All around the 
world Christians began to pray. “The ef-
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For who makes you differ from another? 
And what do you have that you did not 
receive? (1 Corinthians 4:7)
On December 31, 1891, Samuel died 

at 82 years old. Leaving his work in this 
world, he entered into the joy of his Lord. 
In God’s providence, this little slave boy 
had become a mighty preacher of the 
Word. In countless villages throughout 
the jungles of West Africa, churches were 
now planted and growing. Much work 
was left to be done, but Samuel knew 
that God would raise up other workers. 
God would call new laborers to work in 
Christ’s kingdom just like He had called 
that little slave boy so long ago. 

BASIC FACTS ABOUT NIGERIA

fective, fervent prayer of a righteous man 
avails much” ( Jam. 5:16). In time, the 
persecutions at Bonny stopped. The chief 
threw away his idols. The city welcomed 
Christianity. Samuel’s son Dandeson be-
came pastor of the church there.

The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, 
And His ears are open to their cry. . . .  
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
But the LORD delivers him out of them 
all. (Psalm 34:15, 19)

A WORKER BY GOD’S GRACE
For the rest of his life, Samuel contin-

ued to labor for Christ in Africa. His heart 
overflowed with love for his unsaved coun-
trymen. Whenever he met a pagan chief 
or a village priest, he remembered his own 
childhood. If God had not saved him, he 
would have remained a pagan like so many 
others. Humbled, Samuel often remind-
ed himself that God’s mercy was the only 
thing that changed who he was. All glory 
belonged to Christ for his salvation.

The Federal Republic of Nigeria
Total Population 200,000,000
Total Area 356,669 square miles
Capital Abuja
Official Languages English
Primary Religions Christianity, Islam
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